SIXTY YEARS AGO -

THE MACPHERSON HOUSE RESTORATION

Macpherson House before restoration c. 1960

Macpherson House after restoration c. 1967




1950'S

GERALD SMITH, PRESIDENT, HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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In 1954, Gerald Smith accepted the Presidency of the County
Historical Society. A decade before, the aging Mr.
Herrington, who had been President since 1916, had asked the
young lawyer to assume leadership of the Society.

1954 was also the year the St. Lawrence Seaway project to
construct deep water navigation between Montreal and Lake
Erie began. An area 100 square miles, encompassing ten
communities, was flooded and people were relocated to new
Ontario towns. Significant buildings were moved to Upper
Canada Village as part of the project’s heritage preservation
plan.



PETER STOKES AND UPPER CANADA VILLAGE

Peter Stokes, a graduate of the School of Architecture,
University of Toronto, began his career working for a firm of
architects in Toronto. He had emigrated from England with
his parents in 1941. As a member of an urban renewal group,
he became interested in heritage buildings.

Before the St. Lawrence Seaway project began, he spent some
time with a group of students measuring buildings that would
be submerged when the seaway was flooded. Then, he
accepted a position on the staff of Upper Canada Village for
three and a half years, working on restoration of the buildings
relocated from the lost villages and farmsteads. Upper Canada
Village opened to the public in 1961.

Through his years of working on Upper Canada Village
projects, Peter Stokes acquired hands on knowledge about the
best approach to restoration. He evolved his own definition
of restoration to be “the restoration of the missing parts of a
building in the material, method and detail of the original.”



FAIRFIELD HOUSE NEAR COLLIN'S BAY
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Under Smith’s leadership, the County Historical Society
turned its attention to historic site preservation. By August
1954, Gerald Smith was writing to Imperial Chemical
Industries soliciting financial aid for the Fairfield house near
Collins Bay, “I have been in the house several times and was
so fascinated by its prospects that | was bold enough to
approach the owners to see if our Society might acquire the
house and the land immediately adjacent as an historic site....
We hope to have all the rooms furnished in the late 18"- early
19" century. This would be a fine project and one of the few
rare old homes in central and eastern Ontario so maintained.”
Two years later, he had convinced the Fairfield sisters to give
their home to the Society or any other organization that could
look after its maintenance as an historic site in perpetuity.
When the Fairfield property was assumed by the Ontario St.
Lawrence Development Commission, Smith and the County
Historical Society turned their focus to a project in Napanee.
During a tour by the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario in
the area in1959, an early 19" century house on the river had
been identified as worth saving.



THE NAPANEE PROJECT

Macpherson House c. 1962

Once owned by Allan Macpherson, a Scottish merchant and
miller, the house was owned in 1959 by two brothers, Miles,
and Homer Vine. Under Smith’s leadership, the County
Historical Society began soliciting funds for purchasing the
historic house.

An appeal to the Napanee River Valley Conservation
Authority in 1959 was unsuccessful despite support from
Professor Arthur Lower of Queen’s University, Chairman of
the Quinte Parkway Association, and Professor George
Stanley of the Royal Military College. “The houses in this
area,” Lower stated, “give a flavour to the Quinte area which
no other district in Ontario possesses.” “The house,” Helen
Hutchison, Vice-President of the Historical Society, noted
“has changed very slightly from its original layout and has the
original wood siding and is sound.”



THE 1960'S

By 1960, it was evident that the Society would have to be the
lead for such a project. “The Historical Society”, Smith
wrote, “is behind the project and willing to raise funds to see
the house restored.” The project was expanded to include
purchase of the land between the house and the river for a
small park around the house, future restoration of the covered
bridge and the eventual creation of a green belt for parkland
and recreation along the Napanee River.

1961
PURCHASE OF THE PROPERTY

In 1961, the Society President Gerald Smith took an option on
the historic house for just over $4,000 and the Society
Executive recommended purchase of the house to its
membership. Harvey J. McFarland, a Lennox and Addington
boy from Roblin, then a wealthy contractor, and Mayor of
Picton, promised financial assistance.

Mrs. Jeanne Minhinnick, curator of furnishings, Upper
Canada Village, and Peter Stokes, restoration architect of
Upper Canada Village, were special guests at the Society’s
meeting in October 1961. Minhinnick envisioned that the
house could be used not only as a museum to preserve
furnishings of the period but could also be a house of
distinction and beauty to be used for social events and
conventions. Stokes spoke about the structure, indicating that
the original siding was still good because of the construction
with interior sheathing leaving an air space behind the
clapboard. The main building was sound with no major
structural repair jobs needed. He felt restoration could be
tackled in stages with volunteers.



1962

In February 1962, a team consisting of architect Peter Stokes,
assisted by colleagues who had also worked on the Upper
Canada Village restoration, Edwin and Margaret Thalman,
and Bill Magee, measured the house and surveyed the area
around the house and the old agricultural grounds across the
river. Despite deep snow and zero temperatures, the survey
went ahead. The purpose of the survey was to make a scale
model of the proposed restoration of the Macpherson House,
adjoining parkland, and the covered bridge.

One of the interesting house features, he uncovered was a
built-in gutter. Traces of the ornamental rain-water heads in
sheet metal originally just under the gutters were also found.

Macpherson House c. 1900

Much of the original clapboard was still on the house. This
was particularly true on the north side of the house. But the
south side had weathered more. The mullion marks were still
on the window sash, making restoration of the windows
comparatively easy. Some of the original sash still existed in
the wing and attic.



The main house still had its original staircase and an enclosed
staircase to the attic space.
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Stokes felt that the summer kitchen wing, which had suffered
the most weathering, was very important to the house. It had
remnants of a massive kitchen fireplace. Stokes thought that it
was possible to repair the kitchen wing, but that it needed to
be studied thoroughly before any decision was made.

Summer kitchen south and north views before
restoration




Summer kitchen fireplace before restoration

There was a cooking fireplace under the kitchen wing and a
huge one under the main house. There was also reputed to be
a well in the northwest corner of the cellar winter kitchen.

Winter kitchen fireplace in the cellar




The Macpherson House presented some questions for
restoration including whether there was once a passageway
from the summer kitchen to the front hall, whether the heat
hole in the main hallway was original or later and whether the
wall across the main hallway at the cellar entrance was
original or later. But, for the most part, preservation of the
existing building was the priority. Restoration of the building
would involve painting clapboard, not painted for decades,
and cleaning off paint and varnish on woodwork.

One of the first projects to be undertaken was the careful
sifting of debris found in the kitchen wing, attic, and cellar,
hopeful that pottery used in the house and pieces of
woodwork once a part of the house might be found.

FUNDRAISING BANQUET

Peter Stoke’s model of the Macpherson House and Park
with covered bridge reconstruction

Peter Stokes’ model was displayed at the fundraising dinner
held at the Napanee Collegiate in February 1962, along with a
painting by Manly Macdonald of what the house would look
like when restored with gardens and parkland sloping down to
the Napanee River. Complementing the vision of the
Napanee Valley Conservation Authority, the Society planned



a greenbelt along the Napanee River to restore the original
beauty of the town’s waterfront.

Conceptual restoration, painted by Manly Macdonald, OSA,
RCA, OIP, at the request of the Society in 1962

Harvey J. McFarland, Mayor of Picton, formerly of Roblin,
presented the Society with $2000 toward the Macpherson
House project. Maple Ridge Women’s Institute catered an
old-fashioned dinner attended by 232 people, including Alex
Macpherson and his sister Jean, great grandchildren of Allan
and Mary Macpherson. Other former Napanee people, Allan
Walters, Associate Professor of Medicine, and Psychiatry, at
the University of Toronto and his brother Charles, an interior
decorator, and O.C. Madden, a local artist then living in
Toronto, were there. Dignitaries included architect Peter
Stokes and Jean Minhinnick, furnishings curator, Upper
Canada Village, Guy Moore, Deputy Minister Department of
Travel and Publicity, David McFall, President of the Ontario
Historical Society, Norris Whitney, M.L.A., Dr. Arthur



Lower, Mrs. G.F.G. Stanley and W.C. Crosby, Dominion
Archivist. Dr. Allan Walters presented the keynote address.

FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

HELEN HUTCHISON, VICE-PRESIDENT LAHS

The fund-raising campaign was chaired by Helen Hutchison,
Vice-President of the Historical Society. The Historical
Society steering committee included J.H. Miller, Finance,
Raymond Fretts, Information; and canvassers, David
Roffey, Irene Wagar, and Gordon Hutchison. By March,
cash donations and commitments had reached $5200 and
climbed to $6000 by April, toward an objective of $30,000.

The first cleaning bee at the House took place in May 1962.
Under the direction of Peter Stokes, groups of volunteers
cleaned the attic, the kitchen attic, ‘the ballroom’, the cellar
and outside. Fourteen volunteers arrived with rakes, mops,
brooms and sieves to sort and salvage pre-1900 evidence and
artifacts.



Among artifacts found was the front door fanlight.
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Doorway fanlight, sidelights, and pilasters on north side. The south
(front) side mirrored the same.

The partitions that had divided ‘the ballroom’ into apartments
were removed.

Divided chamber on the second floor, known since the 1960’s as

‘the ballroom’. The dividing arch has a paneled infill, surviving from
when the doors were in place.




North chamber of ‘the ballroom’ was originally the master
bedroom, with a nursery or dressing room on the south side of the
dividing doors. The parlour and dining rooms also had built in

closets next to the fireplace.

In the evening, a pot-luck supper by candlelight and oil lamps
was held in ‘the ballroom’, followed by a showing of pictures
of the recent banquet.

A surprise visitor during the day was Gerald Stevens of
Montreal whose books, in a Canadian Attic” and “Early
Canadian Glass,” were two of the few sources then available
on Canadiana.

On Sunday, the Executive and members of the Society met
with Peter Stokes to decide the next moves in restoration of
the house as a tourist attraction. From then on, the
Macpherson House was a hive of activity. The first
restoration task was to temporarily patch the kitchen wing
roof. Second was to apply fill to the original clapboard.
Guidelines for removing wallpaper and layers of paint on the
woodwork were prepared by Ogle Workman. Volunteers
were hopeful that the ballroom would be ready for use by the
summer.



ACQUIRING RIVER FRONTAGE
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Purchase of the historic house was only the first step in the
Society’s plans to restore the house to its former splendor and
beautify the area along the river. The Historical Society still
had to acquire the cement house and three other adjacent
properties between the house and the river, and the Society
continued to solicit funds for capital restoration costs.
Negotiations continued for the floodland across the river for
rebuilding of the covered bridge and a public recreation area.

Helen Hutchison, Vice-President of the Society, described the
house as a “fine example of early builder’s art, and as a guide
to good taste in present architecture, this house is useful. Itis
a work of art, a heritage belonging to this area alone, and as
such is an economic asset, for historic houses are high on the
list of places to see for tourists. The house is situated in a
parklike setting, long neglected, and is pointing the way to a
second restoration, the beauty of this area of the river,
inaccessible at present because there is no public area for
boating or picnicking. Plans for the house include its use for
public meetings, and social and recreational activities of the
community.”

Two other more recent houses between the House and the
river were removed.



Foundation of one of the houses removed is visible in the lower
corner. Another recent house, also removed, is to the right.

Much work had been done on the grounds in the spring and
grass seed planted.

Newspaper headlines frequently read, “Macpherson Fund Is
Climbing Again”. By November, the Society’s funds had
climbed to $15,000. Over the next five years, the Society
raised $25,000 toward the project through white elephant
sales, donnybrook auctions, fashion shows and pledges for
the future.

1963

In 1963, Peter Stokes’ model was displayed in the store
windows of the town. He spoke at the County Memorial
Building on “Historical Resources of Lennox and Addington”
to kick off phase 2 of the fundraising campaign.

Over the next four years, Peter Stokes worked with the
Historical Society Executive and many volunteers to
coordinate the project and decide the next moves to restore



the House as a tourist attraction. Peter Stokes also provided
resource people, restoration carpenters and consultants who
worked on the Upper Canada Village heritage project. From
the beginning, both architect and the Historical Society
Executive wanted the house to be a place for the community,
filled with light and laughter.

VOLUNTEERS BEGIN WORK UNDER PETER STOKES

Hand planing clapboards, Gerald Smith, architect Peter Stokes,
Helen Hutchison, and Lepha Woods

In September 1963, Peter Stokes arrived to supervise
volunteers with replacing the siding for the south wall of the
house and the kitchen wing, and painting. Stokes requested
that the work be done using tools like those used by the
original builders of the historic house so that “this will be a
restoration, not just a patch up job.” Under Stokes’
supervision, clapboards were hand planed and nailed in
place with hand-wrought square headed nails. Some
concessions, including the application of a wood preservative
and use of an electric drill to start pilot holes for the nails
which would have otherwise split the boards, were made.
When the workday ended, the weathered south wall had been



partly stripped of clapboard and six rows of new clapboard
applied above the starter board, and on the north side, the
starter board, and clapboards above were also replaced.

Several bees were held, hoping to complete the repair jobs on
the walls before winter. Volunteers also levelled the ground
which had been dug up over the summer as work on the
foundations progressed. It was hoped that house would be
partly ready before next summer’s Centennial of the County
and Napanee, the County Town. The creation of a parkland
around the house dovetailed with the recently announced
policy of the Napanee Valley Conservation Authority to
create a greenbelt along the Napanee River.

Jim Eadie at foot of ladder, Lepha Woods seated, Gerald Smith,
Helen Hutchison and Eva Smith on ladders.

Stokes organized volunteers and NDSS students into teams to
remove layers of paint from woodwork in preparation for
painting the woodwork in color schemes suitable for the
historical period of the house. The floors were sanded
instead.



While here, Stokes opened the paneling at the ends of the
upper hall to discover small semi-circular leaded windows at
both ends, which were also concealed on the outside.

Following this visit, Smith took over supervising the
work going on in the house, making a daily visit.

1964

HONORABLE JOHN DIEFENBAKER

Honorable John Diefenbaker, architect Peter Stokes and Doug
Alkenbrack, M.P. in ‘the ballroom’.

In January 1964, the Honorable John Diefenbaker visited
Napanee at the invitation of Douglas Alkenbrack, M.P., and
toured the Macpherson House. He later wrote to Gerald



Smith, “My short visit at Napanee made it possible for me to
see the excellent work that you and those associated with you
have done in preserving the monuments of our history. What
is being done will benefit future generations, even though
there are some who have criticized the work. | know that you
and other members of the Historical Association will not be
persuaded to discontinue your efforts.”

COUNTY AND TOWN CENTENNIAL

To be eligible for a Centennial Grant, the house and parkland
had to be owned by the municipality. County Council agreed
to sponsor the 120-year-old house, but the Society had
responsibility to prepare the structure for Canada’s Centennial
year.

In June 1964, the County of Lennox an Addington approved a
motion to take over ownership of the Lennox and Addington
Historical Society project and apply for a Centennial grant to
be used for further restoration of the historic building. To
date, the Historical Society had invested $18,000 in the
project. To enable application to the Federal-Provincial
Grants program, the Macpherson House was deeded over to
the County and the money which the Society had raised was
given to the County to meet the requirement that the County



raise $1/capita to qualify. County ownership entitled the
Macpherson House to a $1000 annual grant, with the
Historical Society continuing as tenants. By December, the
County was able to give the Historical Society funds to
continue the restoration and retire the purchase loan.

CENTENNIAL WEEK

August 1-8, 1964 was Lennox and Addington’s Centennial
Week, with activities celebrating the 100" anniversary of the
County of Lennox and Addington and the Town of Napanee.
On August 2, 1964, a Provincial Historic Site plaque
recognizing the significance of Macpherson House as a fine
example of late Georgian architecture, and Allan Macpherson
as a prominent entrepreneur in Upper Canada, was unveiled
on the grounds.

PROVINCIAL HISTORIC SITE PLAQUE

In July 1964, Peter, and Mrs. Stokes, arrived for a week and
stayed at the Hutchison’s home, and attended the Ontario
Historic Site plaque unveiling on August 2.



Back: Peter Stokes, G.F.G. Stanley, Arthur Lower, Alex F.
Macpherson, Mayor Glen Herrington, Gerald Smith, Warden Doug
Brown, Reverend W.L. Simmons; Front: Doug Alkenbrack, M.P.,
Mrs. Stanley, Marietta Stanley, Helen Hutchison, Harvey McFarland,
and Norris Whitney, M.L.A.

The unveiling ceremony was attended by the Napanee Band
under W.J. Aylesworth, G.F. Smith, President of the
Historical Society, Mayor Glenn Herrington, Warden
Douglas Brown, Norris Whitney, MLA Prince-Edward-
Lennox, Douglas Alkenbrack, M.P., Prince Edward-Lennox,
and Mrs. N.W. Hutchison, 1% Vice-President, Professor
G.F.G. Stanley, Ontario Archaeological and Historic Sites
Board, and Alex F. Macpherson, great grandson of Allan
Macpherson. The plaque was dedicated by Rev. W.L.
Simmons of St. Mary Magdalene’s. Miss Marietta Stanley
piped Macpherson’s Lament, a Scottish fiddle tune from the
17" century. An open house and guided tours followed.



SUMMER KITCHEN WING

It had been hoped to have the kitchen wing restored by
Centennial Week, but work did not begin until later that
month. Veteran carpenters, Stan Le Gresley from Prescott
and Donald McDonald from Cornwall who had worked on
Upper Canada Village, used old trim and timber axes to
rebuild the kitchen wing.

All the visible components had to be like they were in 1830.
The challenge of finding lumber of the same vintage to use at
the Macpherson house was solved when Reeve William
Wagar of Newburgh donated an unoccupied house on his
property to use in the restoration. Following the plans of
Peter Stokes, the carpenters used handmade nails and trim
and timber axes to shape old beams and timbers to support the
kitchen ceiling.



As well, wooden eavestroughs, constructed out of 30-foot
British Columbia cedar poles, were placed on the summer
kitchen attached to the east side of the house. Bill Crozier, Le
Gresley and McDonald used broad axes and saws to square
up the timber at the smallest end. An adze and chisels were
used to hollow out the centre of the logs. Near one end,
several holes were chiseled to allow the water to run out at
the bottom. The V-shaped trough with rounded bottom had to
be carefully shaped to fit against the plate under the eave so
the shingles would hang over the edge. Ropes and pulleys
were used to hoist the heavy trough under the roof. Remnants
of the original trough which ran the whole length of the
kitchen wing was used as a model for the new one. Original
20-inch-long iron bolts were used to attach the trough to the
steel plate underneath the trough. The bolts were saved from
remnants of the original trough.

Restoration carpenters shaping wooden

eavestrough using adzes.




Stillroom

In the stillroom, directly under the kitchen fireplace hearth,
are two badly charred beams. During restoration, the beams
were reinforced with pine boards held in place by wooden
pegs to preserve the story of a fire in 1855 when Donald and
Phoebe Macpherson were living in the house. Donald had
written then to tell his father about a fire in the family home
which fortunately had been put out with minor damage.
Coals from the kitchen fireplace slipped between the
hearthstones and lodged in the beams, heating them to the
point they began to burn.

Cellar opening

During reconstruction, advising architect Peter Stokes noted
an interesting scar on the north wall of the cellar kitchen.
Slightly different limestone had been used to fill an aperture
the size of a door, suggesting the original exit was from the
cellar kitchen may have been through a cellar well to the
north. In using this door, servants would have been coming
in and out at the back of the house.

1965

Restoration carpenters worked during the first two weeks of
January 1965 nailing split cedar shingles from British
Columbia on the summer kitchen. This completed the
restoration of the kitchen wing exterior which many had
thought was beyond doing.

By March 1965, the Society had raised $20,000 and borrowed
$4,298 that went into the restoration of the house and
acquiring the parkland. Stokes estimated that another $7,500
was needed to complete the restoration. One of the major
projects still left inside the house was the restoration of the
summer kitchen fireplace, as well as new window sash for the
entire house.



NDSS students and Stu Esdon started centennial maple seedlings
in a bed to be transplanted during Canada’s Centennial. The
restored kitchen wing has been completed on the exterior. The

cellar opening is not original.

In September 1965, work bees applied a first coat of paint on
the restored Kitchen wing.

Volunteers stripped the wallpaper off the dining room.
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Dining room fireplace and alcove, showing an original layer of
wallpaper above the mantle




NDSS PAINTING BEE

In June 1966, teachers and students at Napanee District
Secondary School were invited to a painting bee at
Macpherson House, to apply a second coat of paint on the
clapboards. Except for some landscaping, the painting bee
finished the outside work.

In the summer of 1966, Jean Minhinnick, then working on the
restoration of Dundurn Castle in Hamilton, prepared
furnishing recommendations and Ogle Workman, who had
overseen painting, refinishing, and papering at Upper Canada
Village, prepared paint, and paint removal guidelines.
Workman sampled the finishes using a stiff putty knife, a
ground down spike and flattened piece of tin as his tools.
Taking off the layers of old paint and varnish on the
woodwork proved simpler than had been anticipated. There
were surprisingly few coats of paint on the woodwork. In the
other rooms, there were at most two or three layers of paint.
The original finish in every room except the kitchen wing was
a white coat, made from glue, plaster of Paris, and Whiting.

In ‘the ballroom’, the plaster walls had been tinted in a paler
shade of the woodwork colour. The floors in the parlour were
golden ochre and raw sienna; the ballroom golden ochre; and
downstairs hall Venetian red. The plaster walls were painted
with whitening, glue, and lamp black.

WINDOWS

In July, Peter Stokes was again in town again to discuss the
construction of 40 window frames. The measurements for the
windows were taken by Peter Stokes and Bill Hooper of
Spencerville, responsible for many of the window restorations
at Upper Canada Village, made the windows, using old glass.



A month later, the masking tape which had simulated 16-pane
windows was removed and 40 new 24-pane windows were
installed.

The windows were funded by patrons who bought a window
for $50. Doug Alkenbrack, Member of Parliament for Prince
Edward-Lennox, donated the first window in the south-west
corner of the ballroom. In addition to the ballroom window,
Alkenbrack also donated the fanlight and sidelight restoration
around the front door of the house, on the south facing the
river.

Northwest corner of ballroom with new 24-pane windows.

VERSCHOLYE BLAKE

In October 1966, Public Records and Archives historian,
Verscholye Blake attended a meeting of the Historical
Society. He presented an address from the Honorable James
Auld, Minister of Tourism and Information, in which he
acknowledged that the County Historical Society had set an
example to similar groups throughout the province by
undertaking the restoration of a house built [by] 1830. The



restoration of the Allan Macpherson House “constitutes one
of the exceptional instances in which a local society has been
able to save an historic building.” “Tourists today”, he said,
“are seeking not only rest and relaxation but an educational
experience. This can best be provided to them by making
available to them, the history of the area they are visiting.”

1967

CENTENNIAL MAPLES

NDSS teacher Ken Klink and students ready to transplant
Centennial maples.

In May 1967, Centennial maple trees planted two years ago in
a nursery bed at the Allan Macpherson House were
transplanted to prepared spots on the grounds by students of
the NDSS Forestry Club, supervised by their teacher Ken
Klinck. Town and County officials kicked off the tree
planting ceremony. The Centennial maples had been
obtained from the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests.
During the two-year growing period, the trees were tended by



Brownies, Guides, Explorers, and Scouts, and some had
grown to 6 feet. Sponsors could buy a tree for $5. The
named trees were planted in a row on the west side of the
property and in a grove on the slope to the east of the House.
As well, volunteers planted flowers, clumps of shrubs and
other trees.

In July 1967, Society volunteers were still readying the house
for opening. Layers of paint were removed from the
woodwork in all the rooms, in preparation for painting the
woodwork in a colour scheme appropriate to the early 19t
century. A team of high school students worked diligently,
applying 29 gallons of remover to the woodwork. Then, in
June, a team of women under Helen Hutchison took over
removing the paint and a month later had finished. The
ambitious volunteers welcomed Dupont’s donation of 10
gallons of paint, declaring that they could certainly meet the
Company’s condition that the volunteers apply the paint.

Wide pine boards in hallway and dining room which were sanded
and painted yellow ochre. There is still debate whether the heat
hole is original or a later configuration when a hall stove was used.




The wide pine board floors of the hall, morning room and
dining room, had been sanded and were ready for finishing.
The floorboards were painted a yellowish-brown to match the
original colour. The kitchen was painted with gray
woodwork, whitewashed walls and the windows dressed in
gay turkey red curtains. Paint to be authentic was mixed with
lamp black, as it had been in the 19" century.

KITCHEN FIREPLACE

By July 1967, plans for the restoration of the kitchen fireplace
were complete, and the workman who have been doing work
on the house, arrived to begin the fireplace restoration. By
August, restoration work was far enough along to open the
house to visitors.

Three rooms had been furnished from the Society’s collection
and some loaned items. The furnishings committee,
including Mrs. Norman Hutchison, Mrs. Sally Earle, Mrs.
Hugh Ramsay, Miss Lepha Woods, Miss Hazel VVanAlstine,
Mrs. H.C. Burleigh, and Thomas Riedel of Willowbank
Forge, worked in conjunction with furnishings consultant,
Jeanne Minhinnick and Mrs. G.F.G. Stanley. Members of the
Society took responsibility for curating various rooms: Sally
Earle, the morning room; Lepha Woods, the office in the
former hall bedroom; and Marie Ramsay the dining room.



An official opening was delayed until 1968, but as of
Saturday August 5, almost 2,000 visitors had been welcomed
at the Macpherson House. Over 300 visitors came from
within the county, Ontario, other Canadian Provinces, the
British Isles and New York State. Visitors were charmed by
the completed entrance hall, the three furnished rooms and
the hearth fire in the ballroom fireplace.

Since it was opened for visitors, the Macpherson House
attracted a lot of attention. The House continued open
weekdays and Sunday afternoons, until Thanksgiving. To
promote the House as a tourist attraction, circulars were
placed in the Information Bureau and in tourist homes and
motels. Visitors came singly and in crowds and were as
interested in the reconstruction still to be completed as in the
rooms already finished and furnished.

Sidelights for the upstairs hallway, north and south,
doorframes and trim for north and south doors, the main hall,
mantle for the kitchen fireplace, wallpaper for the parlour and
doors for the morning room and Henrietta’s room remained to
be completed. $2,000 dollars had been donated for windows



and doors, with names on them. Other expenses to be met
within a year or two were eavestroughs and a cedar shake
roof for the main portion of the house, restoration of shutters
and new shutters.

Restoration carpenters, Crawford Smith on the right, repairing the
second-floor hallway sidelights.

By July 1968, over 1500 people had visited the House. Then,
on August 3, 1968, the House was officially opened as the
Allan Macpherson House and Park with invited guests, a
pageant, and refreshments. Among invited guests were
Mayor Lorne Smart, Dr. Arthur Lower, Douglas Alkenbrack,
Member of Parliament for Prince-Edward-Lennox, and
Lieutenant-Colonel Louis Flynn of the Kingston Historical
Society. A pageant, “A Day at the Laird’s in 1833” was
presented on the terrace, with Douglas Alkenbrack as John A.
Macdonald, Lorne Graves as John Solomon Cartwright, Bev
Reavie as Becky, Henrietta’s favourite servant, and Robert
Reavie as Tom Ramsay. There were several walk-on parts
during the play to represent neighbours. Elizabeth Eadie
portrayed Henrietta and James Hutchison and Tom Eadie, her
two mischievous brothers. The main characters, Allan and



Mary Macpherson were portrayed by Ralph and Mary Dale.
Following, a country dance, complete with servants and
fiddle music, was held in the kitchen. Ralph Milburn was the
fiddler.

Open house at the Lairds was offered Tuesday to Saturday
until Thanksgiving Weekend.

CHRISTMAS AT THE LAIRDS

In 1968, the first annual Christmas at the Lairds was held.
This was a popular event for almost half a century. Costumed
volunteers became cooks and housemaids. For children and
adults, the kitchen cast the same spell, a bustle of activity
with food steaming in a kettle hanging from the crane, turning
slowly on the clock jack, or bread baking in the brick oven.



Ila Hart, Doris Brummel, and Helen Hutchison under the kissing
ball at Macpherson House in the 1970'’s.

1970'S

Sue Smallman spinning in the summer kitchen. Freshly baked
bread from the brick oven is on the worktable. For many years,
visitors could buy “Brick Oven Bread”.




FRIENDS OF THE LAIRD

In October 1971, an Auxiliary Friends of the Laird” had
been organized. The Auxiliary began to function in
1972, with several committees: Gift Shop, Crafts,
Kitchen, and Garden Maintenance. Attracting upwards
of 50 people, the group functioned independently and
voluntarily for almost half century.

Friends of the Laird’s meeting in the summer kitchen 1980’s.

Until 1978, the Macpherson House operated under
County Ownership with a Board of Management, and
from 1978 until 2014 under the Lennox and Addington
Historical Society. In 2014, the Historical Society
transferred the House and its collection to the County of
Lennox and Addington to be reunited with their
collection at the Lennox and Addington County Museum
and Archives.




From the beginning, Peter Stokes and the
Society were certain that they wanted the
restored house to be one with lights and
laughter and music, a house available to

groups for meetings and events.

Thanks to all the volunteers who made this
possible and all the curators who gave above
and beyond the time for which they were
paid.

Alkenbrack, Wes, Management Committee
Alkenbrack, Shelley, events
Asselstine, Tracey, spinning

Barlow, Jeff, events

Bell, Norman, Management Committee

Burke, Linda, Friends of the Laird

Burleigh, H.C., Mrs., Restoration Furnishings Committee
Bush, Shirley, cream teas

Bentley, Harold, herb garden

Bird, Lisa, events

Brown, Dorothy, Restoration (High School Student volunteer)
Brown, Norma, Restoration (High School Student volunteer)
Bowles, Gillian

Case, Betty, Restoration (High School Student volunteer)
Casey, Christine, Restoration (High School Student volunteer)
Christie, Jane, events

Cliché, Pierre, fence rebuilding

Conlon, Wendy, events

Cortwright, Christian, cook

Cousins, Marjorie, events

Cowle, Barb, guide

Crowson, Cindy, demonstrator, and garden

Dale, Mary, Restoration, Opening Pageant 1968
Dale, Ralph, Opening Pageant 1968

Daverne, Jean, one of the first volunteers
Dean, Isabelle, Friends of the Laird



Dodds, Doug, Management Committee and events
Dollack, Mike

Dopking, Sylvia

Doughty, Mary

Dupre, Lyle and Sharon, events

Eadie, Jim and Bess, restoration, and events
Eadie, Elizabeth, Opening Pageant

Eadie, Tom, Opening Pageant 1968

Earle, Sally, Restoration, Furnishing Committee
Everett, Marg, events

Fairman, Don, maintenance

Fern, Robert, Christmas at the Lairds
Finley, Barb, events

Fluke, Robin, Management Committee
Freymond, Noelle

Good, Harold, WhiskeyTasting Fundraiser, Management Board
Gordon, Dave, Restoration (High School Student volunteer)
Graham, Liz, gardens

Graves, Lorne, Opening Pageant 1968

Graves, Louise, Restoration, Opening Pageant 1968
Greenfield, David, events

Hart, lla, greeter, interpreter

Hammond, Robert, Management Board, and events

Hammond, Geoffrey, student, events

Hammond, Beth, student, events

Harrison, Poppy, events

Hall, John, piano tuner, and performer

Hay, Debbie, Restoration (High School Student volunteer)

Hay, Kathy, Restoration (High School Student volunteer)
Hopkins, Dick, Management Committee

Hutchison, Helen, Restoration, Fundraising, Furnishings, Director
Hutchison, Norman, maintenance

Hutchison, James, Opening Pageant 1968, Christmas at the Laird’s

Jeffrey, Harriett, Management Committee, Friends of the Laird
Jenkins, Shaune

Jennings, Mrs. Tony, Restoration

Jenson, Maria, events

Judge, Linda, hearth cooking, interpreter

Johnson, Joyce, guide



Johanson, Monika, garden

Kimmett-Morris, Angela, volunteer coordinator

Kimmett, Anna

Klinck, Mrs. Ken, Restoration

Klinck, Susan, Restoration (High School student volunteer)

Lamb, Ann, bread baking

LeFebrvre, Delia, garden

Lamere, Aileen, events

Lennox and Addington Horticultural Society, garden
Lucas, Shaune, Management Committee

Mackinnon, Diane, one of the first volunteers

Macpherson, Penny, events

Manion-Wilson, Carolyn, Management Committee; events
McGreer, Evelyn, Christmas at the Lairds; Friends of the Laird
McKinley, Carol, Management Committee

Milburn, Ralph, events (fiddle music)

Moore, Jean, Friends of the Laird

Morris, Florence, kitchen and gardens

Morris, Jennifer, Whiskey Tasting

Morris, Trudi, hearth cooking and bread baking

Morris, Larry, Management Committee, and events (Whiskey)
Morrison, Jean, Restoration

Mouck, Ruth, Kitchen

Myatt, Ron, Management Committee

Paul, Alice, events, initiated cream teas
Perrin, Iris, gardens

Ramsay, Marie, Restoration, Furnishings Committee
Reavie, Robert, Opening pageant 1968

Reavie, Beverley, Opening pageant 1968

Riedel, Thomas, Restoration Furnishing Committee
Reinink, Susi, loom weaving over fifty years

Reid, Angela, Restoration (High School Student volunteer)
Remington, Dave, Management Committee

Roantree, Paul, kitchen roof

Roch, Barbara, events

Roffey, Rosemary, Friends of the Laird

Salsbury, Betty, Christmas at the Lairds
Scott, Jane, plant sale



Sawron, Walter, herb garden

Sharp, Sue, bread baking

Singleton, Barbara, garden

Smart, Philip, Management Committee, and events
Smallman, Sue, spinning and bread baking

Smith, Kathleen

Smith, Vernon, Restoration

Spaulding, Marguerite, harpist

Spaulding, Tom, events

Steele, Paulene, Management Committee
Steinmann, Patty, Restoration (High School Student volunteer)
Sutton, Janice, patron

Swain, Maureen, garden

Thompson, Virginia, Lobster Fest
Turner, Anna, Christmas at the Lairds

VanAlstyne, Hazel, Restoration Furnishings Committee
Veltheer, Peter, Management Committee
Vickery, Mary, Board and Management Committee

Walker, Frances, first Curator

Walroth, Myrtle, parlour garden

Walsh, Joan, events

Wartman, Norma

Way, Marguerite, Christmas at the Lairds

Weese, Barbara, events

Wreford, Kay, events

Wilson, Al, Board of Management, and maintenance
Wilson, Carolynn Manion, Board of Management

Wilson, Leslie

Wilson, Robert

Wilson, Mrs. Robert, Restoration

Woods, Lepha, Restoration, Furnishings Committee
Woolsey, Doug, Restoration (High School Student volunteer),
Worrow, Ann, Restoration (High School Student volunteer)
Wright, Martin, Management Committee

Vince, Wenda, garden and spinning

Zatterberg, Brandt, Board and Events



Curators

Doris Brummel removing baked bread from the brick oven, with a
paddle.

Frances Walker
Helen Brown
Myrtle Walroth
Vera Collings

Doris Connolly
Doris Brummel
John van Steenburgen
Kip Brisley

Susan Woodend
Vicki Benn

Marg Stewart

Erica Wilson
Elizabeth Hunter
Marten Lewis
Sandra Penney
JoAnne Himmelman
Emily Alkenbrack
Andrew MacDonald
Karen Price



Summer Students

Bedore, Shannon

Everett, Tammy
Fellows, Amanda
Martin, Danielle
Martin, Krissy
McMahon, Chantel
Murphy, Carson
Murphy, Eric
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So many volunteers enthusiastically supported the
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